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REGINSREGINSREGINSREGINS----RFO in the heart of its implementationRFO in the heart of its implementationRFO in the heart of its implementationRFO in the heart of its implementation    
 
Starting at the beginning of 2004, the Regional Framework Operation 
REGINS provided the Stuttgart Region Economic Development Corporation 
the opportunity on one hand, to begin an intensive inter-regional know-how-
exchange on the subject of regional cluster management approaches and, on 
the other hand, to also support specific inter-regional cooperation projects in 
selected thematic priorities. Now, two years later, the REGINS RFO is in the 
midst of its implementation phase, and it is time to make a first interim 
assessment of the main operation’s activities. 
 
Good Practice Guide as manual for regional cluster management Good Practice Guide as manual for regional cluster management Good Practice Guide as manual for regional cluster management Good Practice Guide as manual for regional cluster management 
approachesapproachesapproachesapproaches    
The main approach of the benchmarking activities was the intensive 
discussion and reflection of running regional cluster management initiatives 
in the partner regions followed by the development of a Good Practice Guide 
that provides detailed information on setting-up and managing thematic 
networks. Based upon a commonly developed methodology that included a 
questionnaire and a specific evaluation matrix, the current state of network 
initiatives in the partner regions was evaluated and good-practice 
recommendations for different cluster management aspects were derived. 
Summarizing all relevant results, the “Good Practice Guide” can be 
considered to be a detailed overview of successful networking initiatives in 
the REGINS regions that gives advice and ensures know-how-transfer 
concerning how to set-up and manage successful regional cluster structures. 
 
InterInterInterInter----regional cooperation projects as a basis for increased economic regional cooperation projects as a basis for increased economic regional cooperation projects as a basis for increased economic regional cooperation projects as a basis for increased economic 
cohesioncohesioncohesioncohesion    
Funded as a Regional Framework Operation, the main aim of REGINS is the 
initiation and fostering of tight inter-regional links with the help of inter-
regional cooperation projects. According to the most relevant industries in 
the partner regions, the topics “automotive”, “biotechnology” and “logistics” 
were chosen for the so-called sub-projects. 
 
By means of three open calls for project proposals, the available ERDF-
funding has in the meantime been completely distributed to all in all 26 sub-
projects involving nearly 80 partner institutions from the four partner regions. 
From the Stuttgart Region’s point of view, the sub-projects are a real 
success, proving as they do, the high involvement and engagement of 
public-equivalent bodies in inter-regional cooperation (29 project participants 
from Baden-Württemberg). In order to ensure good transparency and the 
transfer of sub-project results to SMEs, 30 additional companies were 
associated to the individual sub-projects, where they cooperated closely with 
the other partners and contributed to the overall success of the sub-projects 
without receiving any public reimbursement. 
 
RFOs as a sustaiRFOs as a sustaiRFOs as a sustaiRFOs as a sustainable instrument for regional developmentnable instrument for regional developmentnable instrument for regional developmentnable instrument for regional development    
Summarizing the different main aspects of the past two years implementing 
the operation, the REGINS-RFO is completely on track and proved the high 
importance of Regional Framework Operations for regional (economic) 
development that ensures cohesion within the European Union. Regarding 
the remaining project duration, the Stuttgart Region is looking forward not 
only to numerable further results in cooperation with the REGINS partner 
regions and the thematic sub-projects but also to a tight and good inter-
regional cooperation that functions to enhance the fruitful inter-regional links 
set-up by REGINS. 
 
Dr. Walter Rogg   Dr. Martin Zagermann 
Managing Director WRS  Director R&D Department 
    
Stuttgart Region Economic Development Corporation 
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About INTERREG IIIC 
The INTERREG IIIC programme is one of the three 
strands of the European Community Initiative 
INTERREG III. 
 
INTERREG III is designed to strengthen economic and social 
cohesion in the European Union (EU) by promoting cross-
border (strand A), trans-national (strand B) and interregional 
(strand C) co-operation. 
 
With INTERREG IIIC, interregional co-operation between 
regional and other public authorities across the entire EU 
territory and neighbouring countries will be promoted. It 
allows regions without joint borders to work together in 
common projects and develop networks of co-operation. 
 
The co-operations under INTERREG IIIC shall give access to 
experiences of other actors involved in regional 
development policy and create synergies between "best 
practice" projects and the Structural Fund’s mainstream 
programmes. 
 
The overall aim is to improve the effectiveness of regional 
development policies and instruments through large-scale 
information exchange and sharing of experience (networks) 
in a structured way. 
 
The INTERREG IIIC programme will be financed by the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), as part of the 
Structural Funds, and co-financed by national project 
partners. The application period is 2002-2006. All activities 
have to be finalised by end of 2008. 
 

About REGINS 

Stuttgart Region – Germany 
 
http://www.region-stuttgart.de 
http://wrs.region-stuttgart.de 
 
 

Lombardy Region - Italy 
 
http://www.regione.lombardia.it 
http://www.cestec.it 
 
 

The 4 REGINS Partner Regions 

West Pannonia - Hungary 
 
http://www.westpa.hu 
http://www.panac.hu 
 
 
 

Upper Austria – Austria 
 
http://www.clusterland.at 
http://www.automobil-cluster.at 
http://www.gesundheits-cluster.at 
 
 

REGINS (REGional standardised Interfaces for a better 
integration of regional SMEs in the European 
Economy) is an INTERREG IIIC Regional Framework 
Operation (RFO) that aims to analyse, compare and 
improve regional thematic cluster management 
initiatives, as well as to support smaller interregional 
cooperation projects within the thematic priorities 
automotive, biotechnology and logistcs. 
 
The main cooperation partners are the Upper Austrian 
Technology and Marketing Company (TMG; Automotive-
Cluster; Health-Cluster), the Stuttgart Region Economic 
Development Corporation (WRS), the Government of 
Lombardy Region (LR with support of CESTEC) and the 
West-Pannon Regional Development Agency (WPRDA 
with support of Pannon Automotive Cluster). 
 
Within this framework, common interregional Sub-
Projects are an important tool to initiate closer 
cooperation between public and public equivalent bodies 
coming from these partner regions. With the help of three 
calls for inter-regional Sub-Project proposals, the 
available ERDF- funding is granted to approved inter-
regional sub-projects in the thematic priorities automotive, 
logistics and biotechnology. 
 
Approved as a Regional Framework Operation (RFO), 
ERDF-funding is provided for both the analysis and 
benchmarking part of the project as well as the 
interregional Sub-Projects. 
 
Within the REGINS framework, the four regional economic 
development institutions are entitled to approve 
interregional Sub-Projects and decide about their possible 
ERDF funding. 
 

For further details please “klick on” our Homepage! 
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INTERREG IIIC RFO-Forum: 
RFO-Workshop and RFO-Forum in 
Bologna 23. – 24.03.2006 
 
Bologna, Italy – More than 100 representatives of regions 
across Europe met in Bologna’s Palazzo Ratta on 24 
March 2006 to discuss about successful management of 
European interregional cooperation projects. The 
international conference was co-organised by the 
INTERREG IIIC East Secretariat and the Emilia-Romagna 
Region.  
 
RFOs are grant-giving “Regional Framework Operations” 
that support the strategic cooperation of regions across 
Europe. They support partnerships of several regions that 
launch subprojects involving different types of institutions, 
opening their way to international cooperation and 
stimulating innovative regional development practices in 
areas such as energy efficiency, entrepreneurship and 
research and development. 
 
Discussing the future interregional cooperation 
programme, regional delegates called for a continuation of 
RFO-type of operations in the next programming period. 
"Regional Framework Operations” focus on strong 
partnerships addressing real needs of the regions. They 
can better cover the main axes of regional development 
strategies in an integrated way than any other type of 
operations", as one of the Lead Partner representatives 
put it.  

         
 

 

On January 2nd 2006 the new „Clusterland 
Oberösterreich GmbH“ started its operative work. All 
Cluster Initiatives and Networks are now embedded in this 
new company. Several reasons lead to this necessary 
change of structure. Clusterland can now concentrate on 
its core businesses with higher involvement of industry in 
Upper Austria through higher shares of economic lobbies 
(confederation of industry, chamber of commerce as 
holders together with TMG).  
 
 

 
Furthermore a separation between technology, incentive 
measures for innovations and location development was a 
basic need in the permanently grown structure within 
TMG.  
 
 
All running operations within the Clusters on regional, All running operations within the Clusters on regional, All running operations within the Clusters on regional, All running operations within the Clusters on regional, 
national and international level were transferred to national and international level were transferred to national and international level were transferred to national and international level were transferred to 
ClusterlandClusterlandClusterlandClusterland.  
 

Clusterland Oberösterreich 
GmbH follows TMG: 

 
 
INTERREG IIIC is an EU funded programme that helps 
Europe’s regions work together on common projects 
aimed at growth and jobs, a better environment and social 
cohesion. INTERREG IIIC currently supports 267 projects 
that connect more than 2600 institutions from regions 
across Europe. Sharing their experiences and know-how 
within INTERREG IIIC helps regions to find solutions faster 
and develop new ideas. As a result regions are better 
connected and improve their innovation capacity and 
competitiveness. 
 
 
More information about presentations and participants are 
available at: 
http://www.interreg3c.net/web/east_en 
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REGINS Press Conference Automotive 
with Viktor Sigl, Minister of Economy, Labour, Youth 
and Education on March 2nd 2006 
 
The close national networking of the companies with the 
research and educational facilities - in Upper Austria the 
Johannes Kepler University Linz, the Upper Austrian Research 
or the Universities of applied sciences in Wels, Steyr and 
Hagenberg - is a great success story. The list of the Upper 
Austrian companies as well as the international participating 
companies in the projects, contains extremely sounding 
names: POLYTEC FOR GmbH, KTM Sportmotorcycle AG as 
well as STEYR Motors GmbH, Robert Bosch GmbH, TZ 
Mikroelektronik, FIAT Research Center or AUDI Motors Hungry 
to name but a few! The importance of REGINS brought to a 
point by Viktor Sigl (Minister of Economy, Labour, Youth and 
Education): “Europe is growing together and Upper Austria is 
in the middle! “ 
 

 
M. Huber (AC), L. DelRe (UNI Linz), V. Sigl (Minister), M. Zagermann 
(WRS), A. Hubinger (AC), C. Schelhaas (KTM) 
 
 

REGINS means optimum networking 
    
The The The The REGINSREGINSREGINSREGINS framework measure was launched in 2004 by  framework measure was launched in 2004 by  framework measure was launched in 2004 by  framework measure was launched in 2004 by 
the Automotive Clustthe Automotive Clustthe Automotive Clustthe Automotive Clusterererer    aaaas the lead partner, the Health s the lead partner, the Health s the lead partner, the Health s the lead partner, the Health 
CCCCluster and representatives from Stuttgart, Lombardyluster and representatives from Stuttgart, Lombardyluster and representatives from Stuttgart, Lombardyluster and representatives from Stuttgart, Lombardy    and and and and 
Western Hungary. FollowinWestern Hungary. FollowinWestern Hungary. FollowinWestern Hungary. Following three calls, 28 projects were g three calls, 28 projects were g three calls, 28 projects were g three calls, 28 projects were 
approved from a totalapproved from a totalapproved from a totalapproved from a total    of 37.of 37.of 37.of 37.    
    
“These figures constitute a noteworthy result and an innovative 
stimulus for the Upper Austrian economy, which has already 
paid dividends. This is due to the fact that of a total project 
volume of over EUR 7 million, over EUR 1,400,000 are 
earmarked for Upper Austria alone.  Inter-regional projects are 
being supported in the automotive, bio-technology and logistics 
fields, all of which offer great future promise.  The total volume 
of the 28 projects with 79 project partners and 40 companies, 
amounts to some EUR 4.7 million”, as Viktor Sigl underlines. 

 
The SAFEBIKE Project: M. Huber (AC), A. Hubinger (AC),  
V. Sigl (Minister), C.Schelhaas (KTM), KTM trainee,  
L. DelRe (UNI Linz), KTM trainee 
 
KTM has very good reasons to participate in the REGINS 
project „Safebike “. Efficient safety systems increase the 
controllability and security of the motorcycle in critical driving 
conditions. This is a part of the future for a niche 
manufacturer such as KTM. The positive experiences from the 
development of an ABS in the model 990 Adventure, made 
the formulation of goals for new safety systems in the project 
„Safebike” possible. The development process will distinctly 
change the new systems. From the point of view of KTM a 
pure industrial co-operation is not meaningful in this early 
phase, since, among other things, there is a risk of a too early 
focusing on existing solutions. The REGINS project „Safebike” 
enables KTM access to different aspects, solutions and 
development methods from several research disciplines. The 
combination of the regions in the REGINS project represents a 
stroke of luck for KTM. The regions, with their universities and 
institutes, have traditionally a large reference to motorcycle or 
automobile and are part of an important network for future 
technologies. This is particularly important, since KTM works 
contrary to competitors independently from automobile 
companies. 
 
 
“These initiatives from four powerful industrial regions 
represent an important contribution to the positioning of Upper 
Austria in the new Europe and the strengthening of our 
companies.” An opinion shared by project manager, Andreas 
Hubinger, “The close supra-regional networking of companies 
with research and educational bodies in Upper Austria such as 
the Johannes Kepler University of Linz, Upper Austrian 
Research and the advanced technical colleges in Wels, Steyr 
and Hagenberg, represents a formula for success. The list of 
Upper Austrian and international companies participating in the 
projects includes highly respected names such as POLYTEC 
FOR GmbH, KTM Sportmotorcycle AG, STEYR MOTORS GmbH, 
Robert Bosch GmbH, Daimler Chrysler AG, FIAT Research 
Center and Audi Motors Hungary to name but a few.” In a 
nutshell, REGINS means that Europe is growing together and 
Upper Austria is at its heart! Online information: 
www.REGINS.org 
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PRIO Sub-Project Titel Aconym Lead Participant and Participants 
Partner 
Regions 

TIC Technology & Innovation Center 
Steyr 

UA 
A 

Key Technologies of the 
Automotive Regions Steyr and 

Stuttgart 
K-TASS 

Institute for Applied Research Nürtingen B-W 

TIC Technology & Innovation Center 
Steyr 

UA 

Competence and innovation center fuel 
cell of the region Stuttgart e.V. 

B-W 

Politecnico di Milano LR 
A 

Fuel Cell car for the transport of 
persons and goods  

CARBIKE / 
CARGOBIKE 

University of Stuttgart, Institute of Energy 
Economics and the Rationale Use of 

Energy 
B-W 

Foundation Generator WPRDA 

A 

Dissemination of modern car 
industry methods in Hungary - 

Transfer and introduction of up-
to-date Automotive Development 

methodologies in the West 
Pannon Region 

CATIA Gottlieb-Daimler-School Technical  
Schoolcenter 

B-W 

ANTRO KHT. WPRDA 

A 

Further development of an 
alternative family car by 

computer simulation-based 
endurance tests 

ALFA Car 
Virtual Dimension Center B-W 

Upper Austrian Research GmbH UA 
A 

Mid Infrared Spectroscopy for 
Black Plastic Sorting 

MIRPS 
Fraunhofer Institute for Chemical 

Technology 
B-W 

JKU Linz; Institute for Design and 
Control of Mechatronical Systems 

UA 

University Heidelberg;Interdisciplinary 
Center for Scientific Computing 

BW 

Universität Stuttgart, Institute for 
systems theory in engineering 

BW 
A 

Predictive Control of Combustion 
Engines 

PREDIMOT 

POLITECNICO DI MILANO, DEI -
DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRONICS 

AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
LR 

Upper Austrian Research GmbH UA 

Institute for Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Tübingen BW 

A 
Linear accelerations and otolith-

induced postural responses LOTO 

University of Pavia - Department of 
Computer Engineering  and System 

Science 
LR 

REGINS Sub-Project News 
 
 
The following table gives you an overview to all 28 REGINS Sub-Projects within the 3 thematic priorities Automotive, 
Biotechnology and Logistics. Further details and contact information please find at www.REGINS.org! 

Automotive Biotechnology Logistics 
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JKU Linz; Institute for Design and 
Control of Mechatronical Systems 

UA 

Department of Electronics and Computer 
Science, Politecnico of Milan 

LR 
A 

Stability control  by Advanced 
Full-braking systems of 2-Wheel 

motorBIKE vehicles 
SAFEBIKE 

Széchenyi István University WP 

University of Bergamo LR 
A 

DROP IMPACT TECHNOLOGIES 
FOR CLEANER INTERNAL 
COMBUSTION ENGINES 

DITICE 
University of Stuttgart BW 

TIC Steyr UA 

Fraunhofer Instiute for Chemical 
Technology 

BW A 
Fuel optimizer for the modern 

engines 
FUEL UPGRADE 

Széchenyi István University WP 

Politecnico of  Milano  LR 
A 

Feasibility analysis on a car 
control system by psychic-

physical parameters 
PSYCAR 

Kepler University of Linz  UA 

Széchenyi István University WP 
A 

Applicability of casting resin 
tools in sheet metal forming 

SHEMET 
Universität Stuttgart BW 

Technical University of Milan - 
Department of Mechanical Engineering  

LR 
A 

A new service for providing the 
inertia properties of vehicles and 

their sub systems for virtual 
reality and mechatronics 

applications 

INPROP 

University of Stuttgart BW 

Mechatronic Cluster Goeppingen e.V. BW 

A 

Introduction on the market and 
product series approach of the 
new reliable, real timable and 
safety-relevant bus system 

FlexRay as future standard for 
the automobile 

FLEXRAY University of Applied Science Upper 
Austria Research and Developement 

Ltd. 
UA 

Virtual Dimension Center Fellbach 
(VDC) BW 

University of Applied Siences Wels UA A E-Learning in Engineering ELIE 

University of Linz, WIN - 
Communications Engineering UA 

Municipality of Brescia LR 

University of Applied Science Upper 
Austria Research & Development 

UA 

University of applied Sciences Esslingen BW 
A 

parallel applications of Blends Of 
Natural Gas and HYdrogen in 

internal combustion engines and 
fuel cells 

BONG-HY 

Fuel Cell Center of Competence 
Stuttgart 

BW 

Virtual Dimension Center Fellbach 
(VDC) 

BW 

University of Applied Siences Wels UA 

Institut für Mikro- und 
Informationstechnik der HSG e. V. - 

HSGIMIT 
BW 

A 

3D-CAD/Virtual Reality Fitness 
Check for SME: Visualization and 
Simulation Ability in the Product 

Development Process 

FC 3D/VR 

Steinbeis Transfercenter Innovation and 
Organisation (STZio) 

BW 
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Insubria University - Department od 
Physics and Mathematics 

LR 

Karlsruhe University BW B 
SILICON INNOVATIVE 

MONITORS FOR BIOLOGICAL 
APPLICATIONS 

SIMBA 

Insubria University - Department of 
Functional and Structural Biology 

LR 

University of Pavia, Pharmaceutical 
Biocatalysis Laboratories 

LR 

University of Linz UA B 
Design and Development of a 
Catalog for New Commercial 

Biocatalysts 
BIOCAT 

University of Milan - Bicocca; Dept. Of 
Biotech and Bioscience 

LR 

Fraunhofer Institute Manufacturing 
Engineering and Automation 

B-W 

B 
Mobile Temperature Control of 

blood units 
LOGGER 

University of Applied Sciences Wels - 
Wels College of Engineering 

UA 

Politecnico di Milano - Dept. of 
Economics, Management and Industrial 

Eng. 
LR 

University of Milan-Bicocca LR 

University of Milan, Department of 
Pharmacological Sciences 

LR 

B 
Biotech Clusters Development 

and Management (BIOCDM) 
BIO-CDM 

University of Applied Sciences Wels - 
Wels College of Engineering 

UA 

German Cancer Research Centre BW 

Fraunhofer Institute for Manufacturing 
Engineering and Automation 

BW 
B 

Spatially defined addressing of 
cells to surfaces  

CELLSCREEN 

Upper Austrian Research GmbH/Center 
for Biomedical Nanotechnology 

UA 

University of applied Science Hagenberg UA 

B 

Molecular biological screening 
(multianalyte) assay for 

gynaecological smear diagnostic 
in routine laboratories 

MAAGYS 

University of Heidelberg BW 

University of Milano-Bicocca-Dept of 
Biotechnology and Biosciences 

LR 

B 
Stable enzymes as industrial 

catalysts  
INBIO 

Johannes Kepler University - Inst of 
Organic Chemistry UA 



 

8 

KLOK Competence Centre Logistics 
Kornwestheim 

BW 

University of Applied Science Steyr UA 

Chamber of Commerce Stuttgart Region BW 

Varese Chamber of Commerce  LR 

L 
Promotion of RFId (Radio 
Frequency Identification) 

REGINSrfid 

Széchenyi István University Department 
of Logistics and Forwarding 

WP 

Province of Brescia LR 

Province of Mantua  LR 

Province of Cremona LR 
L 

Definition of Local Agencies 
Model for the development, 

promotion and management of 
freight transport and logistics 

nodes and services and related 
instruments 

INTER AGE 

Széchenyi István Egyetem Logisztikai és 
Szállítmányozási Tanszéke 

WP 

University of Bergamo LR 

Fraunhofer Institute for Manufacturing 
Engineering and Automation, IPA 

BW 
L 

IMPROVING LOGISTICS 
PERFORMANCE OF SMEs IN 
THE AUTOMOTIVE SECTOR 

LOG 4 SMEs 

Széchenyi István University Department 
of Logistics and Forwarding 

WP 

KLOK Gmbh B-W 
L 

Logistic Competence Centre for 
Lombardy Region REGINSLog Institute for Research Lombardy Region 

(IRER) 
LR 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detailled Sub-Project Information: 
 
In the “Interregional Cooperations Projects” area of  
 
http://www.http://www.http://www.http://www.REGINSREGINSREGINSREGINS.org.org.org.org        
 
you get broad information about the ongoing REGINS 
Sub-Projects including a DOWNLOADDOWNLOADDOWNLOADDOWNLOAD opportunity for 
every single operation in the three thematic priorities  
 

·  “Automotive”,  
·  “Biotechnology” and  
·  “Logistics” 

 
Either you use the link above or you get in touch with our 
Regional Network Offices.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time!!! 
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What is your impression about the funWhat is your impression about the funWhat is your impression about the funWhat is your impression about the funding ding ding ding 
opportunities inside an InterregIIIC RFO? opportunities inside an InterregIIIC RFO? opportunities inside an InterregIIIC RFO? opportunities inside an InterregIIIC RFO?     
  
Regional Framework Operations (RFO) is an 
excellent structure for initiating and 
strengthening of inter-regional R&D contacts. 
Medium sized subprojects can be launched 
comparatively easy by addressing specific 
topics and their high importance for the 
participants in short words. Due to the regional 
and thematic restrictions the drop out rate for 
sub-projects is comparatively lower than in 
other wide - opened R&D funding programs. 
  
What are the main advantagWhat are the main advantagWhat are the main advantagWhat are the main advantages of such es of such es of such es of such 
subsubsubsub----projects? projects? projects? projects?     
  
Due to the small size of REGINS sub-projects 
the main advantages are a simple and fast 
application procedure as well as the good 
support from the regional network offices. We 
always were good advised during the 
implementation of the sub-project.   
 
 
The MIRPS Project: 
  
The basic concept of this project is the 
combination of ICT’s experience in the fields of 
plastics recycling and UAR’s experience in 
infrared system development. Experience at 
ICT has proven MIR spectroscopy to be the 
best method to identify black plastic species, 
however today's MIR spectrometers are too 
slow and too sensitive to external influences 
for being cost effectively used in such 
applications. In the MIRPS project new MIR 
technology was developed to overcome these 
deficiencies. After first phases of feasibility 
and market studies ICT was building up a 
comprehensive collection of MIR - spectra of 
automotive plastics materials and UAR was 
detailing and integrating the MIRPS 
measurement system for being able to 
measure the characteristic spectra under 
industrial conditions. 

(e.g. technical and financial reporting etc.). 
The most important advantage of the sub – 
projects is the initiation and strengthening of 
inter-regional cooperation links. In our case 
two following cooperative R&D – activities 
were launched after the start of the MIRPS – 
project. 
 
What problems did you encounter during What problems did you encounter during What problems did you encounter during What problems did you encounter during 
the subthe subthe subthe sub----project? (cooperation among the project? (cooperation among the project? (cooperation among the project? (cooperation among the 
subsubsubsub----project participants, financing and project participants, financing and project participants, financing and project participants, financing and 
reporting, project implementation) reporting, project implementation) reporting, project implementation) reporting, project implementation)     
  
The cooperation with the sub – project partner 
was very successful. The main technical 
problems could be clearly identified and were 
partially solved. The technical reporting 
procedure was simple and effective. The 
financial reporting and especially the reporting 
of the working times of all the researchers was 
quite time consuming. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1: The MIRPS - System with specially designed 

reflection optics integrated to a standard 19” – housing 

 
The resulting MIRPS system was tested under 
varying conditions and showed clearly the 
potential for industrial usage. The main 
technical challenge in the MIRPS system is to 
get good quality measurements in short time. 
This problem could be solved by using only the 
short wavelength portion of the mid infrared 
and by designing high efficient reflection 
optics. 
 
 
 
 

In our case all partners had standardised 
protocols for work – time monitoring but these 
were not accepted. 
 
Do you have any recommendations towards Do you have any recommendations towards Do you have any recommendations towards Do you have any recommendations towards 
further RFO programmes in the future? further RFO programmes in the future? further RFO programmes in the future? further RFO programmes in the future?     
  
The Regional Framework Operation (RFO) 
programme REGINS showed to be a good 
instrument to establish medium sized, flexible 
inter-regional cooperation projects enabling a 
significant strengthening of interregional 
contacts. In general, sub-projects as they are 
now are showing a strong networking 
character. From our point of view one could 
also strengthen the technological character 
e.g. by enabling the funding of hardware 
components to enable also higher level 
technological projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2: The MIRPS - System measuring a black plastics 

part (computer mouse). 
 

The new system was presented to German 
and Austrian companies. It showed to have 
potential applications not only in the 
automotive recycling industry sector but for 
example also with electronic scrap sorting. 
Other potential markets are still being 
investigated. 
Contact: Märzinger und Becker 
 
 

INTERVIEW Automotive Sub-Project MIRPS 
Wolfgang Märzinger, Contact-free sensor technology department, Upper Austrian Research 

First impressions of successfull REGINS Sub-Projects 
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INTERVIEW Biotechnology Sub-Project BIOCDM: 
Umberto Bertelè, Full Professor, Dipartimento di Ingegneria Gestionale –Politecnico di Milano 
    

What is your impression about the funding What is your impression about the funding What is your impression about the funding What is your impression about the funding 
opportunities inside an Interreg3c RFO?opportunities inside an Interreg3c RFO?opportunities inside an Interreg3c RFO?opportunities inside an Interreg3c RFO?    
    
I think that it was really a good opportunity for 
funding applied research projects. Among the 
others, I want to highlight three reasons for 
justifying such impression: (i) the provided 
funds covered a wide range of costs, from 
personel to travel expenses, from 
administration to dissemination costs, 
including also the costs for involving external 
experts, that it is particularly valuable in a 
topic –like biotechnology – where you need to 
master different and complex scientific 
disciplines; (ii) the funds were specifically 
dedicated to a few number of clearly defined 
topics – automotive, biotechnology and 
logistics – and a clear and highly skilled 
“interface” (in our case CESTEC) had been set 
up, thus facilitating the proposal submission; 
(iii) the extra funding provided for Italian 
partners by Lombardy Region and by the 
Italian Ministry for Industries, allowing to cover 
100% of project expenses, clearly contributed 
to the success of the program. 
 
What are the main advantages of such What are the main advantages of such What are the main advantages of such What are the main advantages of such 
subsubsubsub----projects?projects?projects?projects?    
    
As mentioned above, one of the main 
advantages is represented by the clear and 
narrow focus of sub-projects, addressing 
critical issues in their defined topic. The other 
main advantage is represented by the inter-
regional nature of the sub-projects. Allowing 
scientists and researchers operating in the 
same field to effectively exchange their 
experience with partners that, also from a 
geographical point of view, are “neighbours”, 
was a clear opportunity to establish long-term 
collaborations, even beyond the project 
duration, and to strengthen our networks. 
 
What are your experiences regarding the What are your experiences regarding the What are your experiences regarding the What are your experiences regarding the 
cooperatiocooperatiocooperatiocooperation among the subn among the subn among the subn among the sub----project project project project 
participants and the implementation participants and the implementation participants and the implementation participants and the implementation 
process of the subprocess of the subprocess of the subprocess of the sub----project?project?project?project?    
    
Participating in the BIOCDM sub-project 
actually allowed us to experience a strong 
cooperation. When constituting the group of 
partners for the sub-project, we focused 
particularly on the fact that different partners 
had a complementary know-how in the field of 
biotechnology. 

As a result, we created a group that put 
together managerial, biochemical, 
pharmacological and technological 
competences ... and this was more than 
enough to ensure a strong cooperation, 
because each partner needed the contribution 
of the others one to succeed. 
 
Do you have any recommendations towards Do you have any recommendations towards Do you have any recommendations towards Do you have any recommendations towards 
further RFO programmes in the future?further RFO programmes in the future?further RFO programmes in the future?further RFO programmes in the future?    
    
The only recommendations I have is to go 
further with the idea to offer clearly sectoral 
focused programmes and to further strengthen 
the networking opportunities including a large 
number of regions. 
 
PROJECT PRESENTATIONPROJECT PRESENTATIONPROJECT PRESENTATIONPROJECT PRESENTATION    
    
The BIOCDM project (Biotech Clusters 
Development and Management) starts from the 
evidence that it is possible to talk of a biotech 
cluster in Lombardia. The potential for growth 
of the cluster, despite the significant presence 
of scientists in Universities and research 
centres, is negatively affected by the fact that 
there are no academic spin-offs. Therefore 
actions have been and have to be undertaken 
to: (i) favour the diffusion of the entrepreneurial 
culture in the research environment; (ii) scout 
the research results suitable for an 
entrepreneurial exploitation; (iii) favour the 
creation of dedicated infrastructure; (iv) 
implement explicit incentives to the creation of 
academic spin-offs; (v) favour the availability of 
dedicated financial support. 
The project participants have been selected 
looking at their expertise in the field and at the 
possibility to ensure an international 
perspective on the problems addressed. They 
are Politecnico di Milano – Dipartimento di 
Ingegneria Gestionale (Lombardy Region - lead 
partner), Università degli Studi di Milano 
Bicocca – Dipartimento di Biotecnologie e 
Bioscienze (Lombardy Region), Università degli 
Studi di Milano - Dipartimento di Scienze 
Farmacologiche (Lombardy Region), 
Fachhochschule Wels (Upper Austria). 
Starting from these premises, and by the 
ascertainment that the growth of the biotech 
industry at worldwide level has been driven by 
the emergence of industrial clusters, the aim of 
the project is to provide some insight about 
how to manage and favour the process of 
development of biotech clusters. 
 

The BIOCDM project objectives: (i) conduct a 
survey at regional level, and create a 
comprehensive database of the biotech 
companies in Lombardia; (ii) scout biotech 
research projects in the province of Pavia; (iii) 
carry out three scientific projects of applied 
research with potential for the exploitation 
through the creation of academic spin-offs. 
 
Interesting results have been achieved: (i) 60 
biotech companies in Lombardy have been 
surveyed, measuring key financial and 
business indicators; (ii) a comprehensive 
report discussing the data collected has been 
prepared; (iii) 2 research projects in the bio-
pharmaceutical field have been scouted in the 
scientific and academic institutions in the 
Province of Pavia. Exploitation potential of 
these projects has been evaluated; (iv) 
relevant scientific results (publications on 
major journals) have been achieved in the field 
of ascorbic acid production, identification of 
ipocholesterolemic and anti-oxidative 
properties of soy beans and of their biological 
components. The scientific projects carried out 
within BIOCDM are suitable, even if not in the 
near-term - to be exploited through the 
creation of new companies, thus reinforcing 
the industrial base of the cluster and its links 
with the academic environment. 
A further improvement would be expected, 
particularly to the project database to make it 
suitable for other kinds of industrial clusters. 
Also the evaluation method developed to scout 
biotech research projects carried out in the 
scientific and academic institutions with 
potential commercial and/or entrepreneurial 
exploitability can be effectively applied in the 
other regions, thus enhancing, accordingly to 
the REGINS objectives inter-regional 
cooperation as well as sustainable know-how 
transfer. 
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Regional News 
Bioforum 2006 Bioforum 2006 Bioforum 2006 Bioforum 2006  in Lombardy in Lombardy in Lombardy in Lombardy    
    
For the 2006 edition of Bioforum, Lombardy 
Region and Cestec are preparing the 
REGINS closing event for the Biotech 
thematic priority.  
 
The results of the approved biotech projects 
will be presented at Bioforum, the most 
important Italian expo dedicated to the 
biotech sector,  held at Università Statale di 
Milano, September 19 and 20. 
 
The event is organized together with the 
IRC network, and will be the perfect place 
for researchers and companies to meet and 
exchange experiences and most of all to 
discuss business opportunities.  

 

The REGINS staff will also coordinate a 
round table on cluster promotion, 
presenting the results achieved within the 3 
years of the REGINS project, encouraging 
an effective exchange of know-how and 
best practises among international players. 
 
Expò dExpò dExpò dExpò del Capitale Umano el Capitale Umano el Capitale Umano el Capitale Umano     
e dell’Innovazionee dell’Innovazionee dell’Innovazionee dell’Innovazione    
15-18 March 2006 - Fiera Milano City 
Expò del Capitale Umano e dell’Innovazione, 
(Expo on human capital and innovation) 
promoted by the National Research Council 
(CNR), the Ministry of Education, University 
and Research and the Lombardy Region 
Research Institute (IRER), aims at promoting 
the potential of universities, companies and 
research institutes, with the final idea to 
have a closer and more efficient interaction 
among them.  

In the 2006 edition Lombardy Region has 
dedicated a specific stand within the Expo 
to the innovation theme. Cestec, in 
cooperation with Irer e Finlombarda, has 
taken care of the organizational aspect, 
coordinating the events and workshops, 
that were held within two thematic areas: 
“Innovation” and “Future Market”. 
 
During the 4 day expo, Cestec has 
presented and promoted it’s international 
projects, such as REGINS, which can be 
perfectly considered related to the 
innovation theme and accordingly to the 
core target of the expo. 
 

INTERVIEW Logistics Sub-Projects REGINSrfid and REGINSlog: 
Hans-Hermann Enders, General Manager Competence Centre Logistics Kornwestheim 
 

What is your impression about the What is your impression about the What is your impression about the What is your impression about the 
funding opportunities inside an funding opportunities inside an funding opportunities inside an funding opportunities inside an 
InterregIIIC RFO?InterregIIIC RFO?InterregIIIC RFO?InterregIIIC RFO?    
 
In general, Regional Framework Operations 
(RFO) are an excellent opportunity for 
regional players to initiate inter-regional 
project cooperation of a manageable size; 
so-called inter-regional subprojects. Based 
upon thematic RFO-priorities (e.g. logistics), 
the different subprojects can be launched 
comparatively easy addressing specific 
topics showing high importance for the 
participating regional players. Generally 
speaking, sub-projects seem to be a very 
flexible and efficient instrument increasing 
inter-regional cooperation! 
 
What are the main advantages of such What are the main advantages of such What are the main advantages of such What are the main advantages of such 
subsubsubsub----projects?projects?projects?projects?    
 
Although the REGINS sub-projects are of 
smaller size, the main advantages are a 
simple and fast application procedure as 
well as the good support from the REGINS-
Partners for their subproject participants, 
e.g. search for suitable cooperation partners 
in the partner regions and operative support 
during the implementation of the sub-
project (e.g. dissemination, events, 
reporting etc.).  
 

Beyond all operative measures, the most 
important fact: based upon the initiated 
sub-projects, inter-regional cooperation 
links are set-up and solidified among the 
partner regions resulting in tight, 
sustainable and strong contacts which 
remain active after the official end of the 
sub-projects, themselves. 
 
What are your experiences regarding the What are your experiences regarding the What are your experiences regarding the What are your experiences regarding the 
cooperation among the subcooperation among the subcooperation among the subcooperation among the sub----project project project project 
participants and the implementation participants and the implementation participants and the implementation participants and the implementation 
process of the subprocess of the subprocess of the subprocess of the sub----projects projects projects projects REGINSREGINSREGINSREGINSlog log log log 
and and and and REGINSREGINSREGINSREGINSrfid? rfid? rfid? rfid?     
 
Both sub-projects, REGINSrfid and 
REGINSlog have been successful and proof 
good outputs resulting from a tight 
cooperation: Lombardy Region for instance, 
is in progress to set-up and to 
institutionalize its regional logistics 
competence centre with a lot of know how 
transfer from KLOK. In addition, the Upper 
Austrian Partner (EHG Ennshafen) has 
become a member of the European-wide, 
inter-regional Logistics Network Group 
(OpenENLoCC). 
 
 

Within the REGINSrfid-project, all 
participating regions have performed 
reasonable activities, seminars and 
congresses in order to strengthen the 
awareness about the new technology in 
their region and to support interregional 
know how transfer. Further outputs and 
results will be realised during the remaining 
project implementation phase. 
 
Do you have any recommendations Do you have any recommendations Do you have any recommendations Do you have any recommendations 
towards further RFO programmes in the towards further RFO programmes in the towards further RFO programmes in the towards further RFO programmes in the 
future? future? future? future?     
 
The Regional Framework Operation (RFO) 
REGINS proofed to be a good instrument in 
order to establish smaller, manageable and 
flexible inter-regional cooperation projects 
as well as strong inter-regional contacts. In 
general, from a Sub-Project Lead 
Participant’s point of view, we would 
recommend to maintain the possibilities of 
RFOs in the next INTERREG Programming 
Period in order to address regional specific 
topics and problems with the help of sub-
projects. Beyond this, an additional Regional 
Framework Operation with the REGINS 
partner regions (“REGINS – part 2”) could 
build upon the already realised successful 
outputs and results. 
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RNO - Upper Austria 
 
Clusterland Oberösterreich GmbH 
c/o Andreas Hubinger or Erich Mayr 
Hafenstr. 47-51 
A-4020 Linz 
regins@clusterland.at 
Tel.: +43 732 79810-5082 

RNO - Lombardy Region 
 
CESTEC - Regione Lombardia   
c/o Francesco Morabito     
Via G. Fara, 35     
I-20124 Milano     
regins@cestec.it  
Tel.: +39 266737-317    

RNO - West Pannon Region 
 
WPRDA - PANAC - West Pannon Region 
c/o Zoltán Kabács 
Hédervári u. 31 
H-9026 Györ   
kabacs.zoltan@autocluster.hu 
Tel/Fax: +36-96/613-606 

RNO - Stuttgart Region/Baden Württemberg 
 
Wirtschaftsförderung Region Stuttgart 
c/o Bertram Gaiser 
Friedrichstr. 10 
D-70174 Stuttgart 
regins@region-stuttgart.de  
Tel.: +49 711 22835-69 

For further information towards REGINS activities please  
contact the Regional Network Office in your Region! 

Imprint: Clusterland Oberösterreich GmbH   
 
Editor: Clusterland Oberösterreich GmbH 
 
Editorial office: 
Hafenstraße 47-51, 4020 Linz, 
Phone: +43 732 79810-5082 Fax: +43 732 79810-5080 

Virtual Reality, as competitive advantage Virtual Reality, as competitive advantage Virtual Reality, as competitive advantage Virtual Reality, as competitive advantage 
for automotive suppliersfor automotive suppliersfor automotive suppliersfor automotive suppliers    
Györ, April 19Györ, April 19Györ, April 19Györ, April 19thththth 2006 2006 2006 2006    
    
In organisation of PANAC realised workshop 
has two referents from Stuttgart region. 
Jens MohrmannJens MohrmannJens MohrmannJens Mohrmann, VDC and Dr. Andreas Dr. Andreas Dr. Andreas Dr. Andreas 
Wierse, Wierse, Wierse, Wierse, Visenso GmbH (Visual Engineering 
Solutions).  
 
It has been organised two similar workshop 
each two and half hours, one morning and 
one afternoon section. 
 

 

First Zoltán Kabács, Zoltán Kabács, Zoltán Kabács, Zoltán Kabács, PANAC has spoke 
about collaboration with VDC and the 
importance of the VR technology. 
 
After that Jens Mohrmann Jens Mohrmann Jens Mohrmann Jens Mohrmann has presented 
VDC and Dr. Andreas WierseDr. Andreas WierseDr. Andreas WierseDr. Andreas Wierse the 
technological backround VR and practical 
examples of using VR. Here were 
mentioned as well international examples 
as well hungarian example from company 
ArraboCAD. 
 

 
 
The partcipants has the opportunity to 
make them question interactive, and also to 
try to use the equipment. 

 

In the morning session has taken part 10 
specialists from 6 automotive companies 
and on the afternoon session 11 
participants from 6 companies and the 
Hungarian media DUNA Television.DUNA Television.DUNA Television.DUNA Television.  
 
In September will be presented a film about 
high-tech equipments and technologies of 
automotive sector. The goal of the event 
was to present the hungarian SMEs and 
hungarian owned automotive suppliers the 
new way of communication and 
collaboration, and how to reach it. This kind 
of technology does not exist at the moment 
in Hungary, but PANAC with VDC and other 
companies and institutions working on to 
be VR also in Hungary accessible. 

 

REGINS External Mentoring 


