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   16 Sub-Projects bring regional benefits 
 
After its start on February 1st 2004 and in view to its conclusion on 
January 31st 2007, REGINS has reached its half time stage. This enables 
us and requires us to produce a second newsletter, which provides one - 
although still provisional, but nevertheless already pointing the way – a 
systematic overview and strategic view. This overview helps as orientation 
for the participating partners as well as the potential interested 
competence centers, clusters and networks. But also in particular, for 
interested parties not directly busy with the research in enterprises and 
politics as well as the citizen in general.   
 

It now concerns to evaluate the effectiveness of our procedure as well as 
the use and serviceability of the Sub-Projects in order to draw from it 
conclusions for the next REGINS open call for Sub-Projects. The results of 
REGINS should be seminal for further initiatives to interregional co-
operation and for the stabilization of the global competitive ability of 
European SME.   
 

After the acceptance by the Steering Committee of the partner regions 
Stuttgart, Lombardy and West-Pannon under the presidency of the lead 
partner Upper Austria, the second group of interregional Sub-Projects 
starts currently. The number of approved Sub-Projects became thus 
sixteen.  
 

A systematic overview should give a first impression of an interregional, 
European "research and innovation community", also in a long sighted 
future prospect, which may be formed by REGINS. Sub-Projects are not 
only characterised by their topics, the extent of the intended achievements 
and their financing but also in particular with the quantity and quality of 
the lead partners leading role and the participating partners in each Sub-
Project. All in all, the progress of the eight Sub-Projects, accepted after 
the first call in autumn 2004, five within the range of automotive, two in 
that of the biotechnologies, one in that of logistics, is highly positive. After 
the second call, the Steering Committee accepted on April 21st 2005, 
another eight Sub-Projects, four in the range of automotive, three in the 
biotechnologies, one in logistics. The third and last call will take place from 
September 12th to October 16th 2005.   
 

All Sub-Projects are described on the next pages and in addition on the 
REGINS website, www.regins.org, with reference to the respective Call, the 
contacts of the lead partners, as well as the abstract of project contents.  
 

In this context, it is to be noticed that there is a linguistic restriction within 
European projects. The English language is restrictive on broad 
communication and therefore an additional expenditure. Measures for the 
overcoming of the existing language barriers have to be planed and are to 
be compensated by the EU, in accordance with the principle that the 
European cultural variety is their wealth and has to be regarded and to be 
considered. 
     

The benefits of REGINS arise from the consortium itself together with the 
Sub-Project participants. These already interested parties have the mission 
to include interesting enterprises and take part in the communications 
network “REGINS”. This could result in a first approach for an interregional 
european "research and innovation stock exchange".   
 
 
 
 

Federico Lottersberger – Member of the Steering Committee REGINS 
Director of EU Projects 
General Direction Industry 
Regional Government of Lombardy 
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About INTERREG IIIC 
The INTERREG IIIC programme is one of the 
three strands of the European Community 
Initiative INTERREG III. 
 
INTERREG III is designed to strengthen economic 
and social cohesion in the European Union (EU) by 
promoting cross-border (strand A), trans-national 
(strand B) and interregional (strand C) co-
operation. 
 
With INTERREG IIIC, interregional co-operation 
between regional and other public authorities 
across the entire EU territory and neighbouring 
countries will be promoted. It allows regions 
without joint borders to work together in common 
projects and develop networks of co-operation. 
 
The co-operations under INTERREG IIIC shall give 
access to experience of other actors involved in 
regional development policy and create synergies 
between "best practice" projects and the 
Structural Fund’s mainstream programmes. 
 
The overall aim is to improve the effectiveness of 
regional development policies and instruments 
through large-scale information exchange and 
sharing of experience (networks) in a structured 
way. 
 
The INTERREG IIIC programme will be financed by 
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), 
as part of the Structural Funds, and co-financed 
by national project partners. The application period 
is 2002-2006. All activities have to be finalised by 
end of 2008. 
 

About REGINS 

Stuttgart Region – Germany 
 
http://www.region-stuttgart.de 
 
 
 

Lombardy Region - Italy 
 
http://www.regione.lombardia.it 
http://www.cestec.it 
 
 

The 4 REGINS Partner Regions 

West Pannonia - Hungary 
 
http://www.westpa.hu 
http://www.panac.hu 
 
 
 

Upper Austria – Austria 
 
http://www.tmg.at 
http://www.automobil-cluster.at 
http://www.gesundheits-cluster.at 
 
 

REGINS (REGional standardised Interfaces for a better 
integration of regional SMEs in the European 
Economy) is an INTERREG IIIC Regional Framework 
Operation (RFO) that aims to analyse, compare and 
improve regional thematic cluster management 
initiatives as well as to support smaller interregional 
cooperation projects within the thematic priorities 
automotive, biotechnology and logistcs. 
 
The main cooperation partners are the Upper Austrian 
Technology and Marketing Company (TMG; Automotive-
Cluster; Health-Cluster), the Stuttgart Region Economic 
Development Corporation (WRS), the Government of 
Lombardy Region (LR with support of CESTEC) and the 
West-Pannon Regional Development Agency (WPRDA 
with support of Pannon Automotive Cluster). 
 
Within this framework, common interregional Sub-
Projects are an important tool to initiate closer 
cooperation between public and public equivalent bodies 
coming from these partner regions. With the help of three 
calls for inter-regional Sub-Project proposals, the 
available ERDF- funding is granted to approved inter-
regional sub-project in the thematic priorities automotive, 
logistics and biotechnology. 
 
Approved as a Regional Framework Operation (RFO), 
ERDF-funding is provided for both the analysis and 
benchmarking part of the project as well as the 
interregional Sub-Projects. 
 
Within the REGINS framework, the four regional economic 
development institutions are entitled to approve 
interregional Sub-Projects and decide about their possible 
ERDF funding. 
 

For further details please “klick on” our Homepage! 
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Johannes Kepler University Linz, Institute for Design and 
Control of Mechatronical Systems UA 

University Heidelberg, Interdisciplinary Center for Scientific 
Computing B-W 

University Stuttgart, Institute for systems theory in engineering B-W 

Predictive Control of Combustion Engines PREDIMOT 

Politecnico of Milan, Department of electronics and 
information technology LR 

Upper Austrian Research Ltd., Department for medical 
Informatics UA 

University Tübingen, Institute for Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Tübingen B-W Linear accelerations and otolith-induced postural responses LOTO 

University of Pavia, Department of Computer Engineering  
and System Science LR 

Johannes Kepler University Linz, Institute for Design and 
Control of Mechatronical Systems 

UA 

Politecnico of Milan, Department of Electronics and Computer 
Science LR 

Stability control  by Advanced Full-braking systems of 2-Wheel 
motorBIKE vehicles 

SAFEBIKE 

Széchenyi István University Györ WP 

University of Bergamo LR 

A
U

T
O

M
O

T
IV

E
 

Drop Impact Technologies for cleaner Internal Combustion Engines DITICE 
University of Stuttgart B-W 

German Cancer Research Centre B-W 

Fraunhofer Institute for Manufacturing Engineering and 
Automation B-W Spatially defined addressing of cells to surfaces  CELLSCREEN 

Upper Austrian Research Ltd., Center for Biomedical 
Nanotechnology UA 

University of Applied Science Upper Austria Research and 
Developement Ltd. UA 

Molecular biological screening (multianalyte) assay for 
gynaecological smear diagnostic in routine laboratories MAAGYS 

University of Heidelberg B-W 

University of Milan-Bicocca, Department of Biotechnology and 
Biosciences LR 

B
IO

T
E

C
H

N
O

LO
G

Y
 

Stable enzymes as industrial catalysts  INBIO 
Johannes Kepler University Linz, Insitute for organic 
Chemistry UA 

KLOK Competence Centre Logistics Kornwestheim B-W 

University of Applied Science Upper Austria Research and 
Developement Ltd. 

UA 

Chamber of Commerce, Stuttgart Region B-W 

Varese, Chamber of Commerce LR LO
G

IS
T

IC
S

 

Promotion of RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) REGINSrfid 

Széchenyi István University Györ, Department of Logistics 
and Forwarding 

WP 

 

REGINS Sub-Project News 
 
REGINS Sub-Projects 

Automotive Biotechnology Logistics 

REGINS 2nd Call Sub-Project overview / 2nd Call: March 2005 

*   UA = Upper Austria; B-W = Baden Würtemberg; LR = Lombardy Region; WP = West Pannonia 
  

 For further details please contact your Regional Network Office or “klick on” our Homepage! 

After the 2nd Call was positively completed, we can proudly announce that meanwhile, approximately 2,754,000 
Euro project budget in 16 projects was granted by the Steering Committee. All project partners now contribute 
effectively to the intended REGINS Network. This network will inspire and expand further and is in the future the 
communication point between the regions, the already participating und interested “public and public equivalent 
bodies" as well as companies, politics and interested citizens. 
 

Last Call for Sub-Projects  
 

Applications for interregional cooperation Sub-Projects can 
only be submitted during the third call for proposals. 
 

third call:   12.09. - 16.10.2005 
 

Proposals should be submitted 
within this time frame. 
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Information about the participating countries in the Sub-Projects 

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive dominates with nine research projects, the 
predominant subject being the preservation of the 
competitive ability of the supplier companies, as well as 
the development of lasting technologies and the 
improvement of the security of persons. 
 
The biotechnologiesbiotechnologiesbiotechnologiesbiotechnologies with five research projects follow, 
here the prime subject is to lend more security and 
circulation in the medical-therapeutic application 
technology through simplification, faster effectiveness 
and cost reduction. 
 
The two research projects within the logisticslogisticslogisticslogistics range are 
to contribute to the integration of the logistics systems 
of the SMEs in Europe as substantial condition of their 
competitive ability. 
 

9 Institutions in UUUUpper Austriapper Austriapper Austriapper Austria are lead-partners or partners of 
12 Sub-Projects: 
·  Johannes-Kepler-University Linz;;;; the Institute for Design 

and Control of Mechatronical Systems, is lead-partner of 
two automotive-projects: PREDIMOT and SAFEBIKE. The 
Department of Organic Chemistry is partner within the 
biotech-project INBIO. 

·  Upper Austrian Research Ltd., is lead-partner in two 
automotive-Projects: LOTO and MIRPS. And with his 
Center for Biomedical Nanotechnology, partner of the 
biotech-project CELLSCREEN. 

·  TIC Technology & Innovation Center Steyr, is lead-partner 
of two automotive-projects: CARBIKE  and  K-TASS. 

·  University of Applied Science Upper Austria Research and 
Developement Ltd, is lead-partner of the biotech-project 
MAAGYS and partner in the logistics-project REGINSrfid. 

·  University of Applied Sciences Wels - Wels College of 
Engineering, is partner of two biotech-projects: BIO-CDM 
and LOGGER. 

·  Assocation Network Logistics Upper Austria, is external 
partner in the logistics-project REGINSlog. 

 

12 Institutions in the StuttgaStuttgaStuttgaStuttgart Regionrt Regionrt Regionrt Region are lead-partners or 
partners of 13 Sub-Projects: 
·  KLOK - Logistik Competence Center Kornwestheim, is 

lead-partner of two logistic-projects: REGINSlog and 
REGINSrfid. 

·  Fraunhofer Institute Manufacturing Engineering and 
Automation, Stuttgart, is lead-partner of the biotech-
project LOGGER and partner of the biotech-project 
CELLSCREEN;  

·  German Cancer Research Centre Heidelberg, is lead-
partner of the biotech-project CELLSCREEN. 

·  University of Stuttgart, Institute of Energy Economics and 
the Rationale Use of Energy, is partner of the automotive-
project CARBIKE, the Department of Aerospace and 
Thermodynamics is partner of the automotive-project 
DITICE, and the Department for systems theory in 
engineering is partner of the automotive-project 
PREDIMOT. 

·  University of Heidelberg, is partner in the biotech-project 
MAAGYS, and with the Interdisciplinary Center for 
Scientific Computing, is partner of the automotive-project 
PREDIMOT. 

·  University of Tübingen, Institute for Astronomy and 
Astrophysics, is partner of the automotive-project LOTO;   

·  Fraunhofer Institute for Chemical Technology, is partner of 
the automotive-project MIRPS. 

·  Institute for applied research Nürtingen, is partner of the 
automotive-project K-TASS. 

·  Fuel Cell Center of Competence and Innovation of the 
Suttgart Region, is partner of the automotive-project 
CARBIKE. 

·  Virtual Dimension Center Fellbach, is partner of the 
automotive-project ALFA CAR. 

·  Gottlieb-Daimler-School, is partner of the automotive-
project CATIA. 

·  Chamber of Commerce Stuttgart Region, is partner of the 
logistic-project REGINSrfid. 

 

9 Institutions in the Lombardy RegionLombardy RegionLombardy RegionLombardy Region are lead-partners or partners 
of 9 Sub-Projects: 
·  Politecnico di Milano and his dept. of Economics, Management 

and Industrial Engineering is lead-partner of the biotech-
project BIOCDM. The department of electronics and 
information is partner of the automotive-projects PREDIMOT 
and SAFEBIKE. The Department of Energy is partner of the 
automotive-project CARBIKE. 

·  University of Milan-Bicocca, Department of Biotechnology and 
Biosciences, is lead-partner of INBIO and partner of BIO-CDM, 
both biotech-projects. 

·  Università di Bergamo, Department of industrial engineering, is 
lead-partner of the automotive-project DITICE. 

·  University of Milan, Department of Pharmacological Sciences, 
is partner of the biotech-project BIO-CDM. 

·  University of Pavia - Department of Computer Engineering and 
System Science, is partner in the automotive-project LOTO. 

·  IRER – Research Institute of Lombardy Region, in cooperation 
with University Bocconi in Milan, Center of regional Transport 
and Tourism (CERTET), are partners of the logistics-project 
REGINSlog. 

·  Varese Chamber of Commerce, in cooperation with University 
of C. Cattaneo di Castellanza, Departement of Engineering, are 
partners of the logistics-project REGINSrfid. 

 

3 Institutions in WestWestWestWest----PannonPannonPannonPannon are lead-partners or partners of 4 
Sub-Projects: 
·  Szechenyi Istvan Universität von Györ and ANTRO KHT, are 

lead-partner of the automotive-project ALFA CAR und partner 
of the automotive-project SAFEBIKE. 

·  The department of Logistics and Forwarding is partner of the 
logistics-project REGINSrfid. 

·  Foundation Generator, is lead-partner partner of the 
automotive-project CATIA. 
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Automotive Sub-Projects 

SAFEBIKE 
 

The continuously increasing traffic in the 
main European urban areas, and the need 
of reducing the vehicle emission, are rapidly 
stimulating the diffusion of 2-wheel vehicles 
for the urban-area mobility. Stability control 
of these vehicles in critical conditions (wet 
roads with non uniform pavement) is 
extremely critical, and represents a major 
obstacle for the diffusion of this kind of 
vehicle, as well as a substantial safety 
problem. To overcome the lack of safety, 
the groups of participating regions (Linz, 
Milan and Gyor) investigate alternative 
concepts for a curve-save ABS and stability 
system for 2-wheels vehicles. 
 

Mr. Peter Langthaler 
�  +43-732-2468-9767 
peter.langthaler@jku.at 
 
LOTO 
 

The mechanics of the human neck are of 
eminent importance for car safety: the 
results of whiplash-syndroms cause in 
Europe alone yearly costs in the order of 1 
billion Euro. The proposed project "Loto" 
aims at a better understanding of the 
mechanics and the postural reflexes of this 
part of the human body. Head movements  

are controlled by a total of 26 muscles. The 
mechanical properties of these muscles are 
influenced by the balance system through 
reflexes which enable us to remain upright 
while standing or walking. As a result, a 
realistic model of the head and neck control 
system needs to incorporate the mechanics 
of bones and muscles, as well as 
information about body orientation and 
movement in space which is provided by 
balance sensors. A model that covers all 
those aspects would be very helpful in 
improving the design of car seats, notably 
during car accidents. It could further be 
used to improve seats and dampers in 
general since driving comfort is strongly 
influenced by an adequate relation between  
car damping and neck mechanics. This 
problem can be found in a wide range of 
vehicles like trains or airplanes. 
 

Mr. PD Dr. Thomas Haslwanter 
�  +43-7236-3343 676 
thomas.haslwanter@uar.at 
 
PREDIMOT 
 

New emission limits still force the 
automotive industry to improve combustion 
engines. This can be done by changes in 
the hardware (construction, catalysts, 
filters…) or by modifications in the 
software, especially the control strategy for 
injection and airpath. Commercial engine  
 

Biotechnology Sub-Projects 

CELLSCREEN 
 

Tissues and organs comprise of different 
cell types that communicate with each 
other and the surrounding extracellular 
matrix (ECM). Crucial for the maintenance 
and repair of tissues is a well-defined 3D 
arrangement of the different cells that e.g. 
decides on the spatial location of stem cell 
niches. These signals are poorly 
understood, which is one of the main 
obstacles in Tissue Engineering that aims 
e.g. to assist in the repair of dysfunctional 
organs and tissues. 
 

Mr. PD Dr. Frank Breitling 
�  +49-6221-424744, f.breitling@dkfz.de 
 
INBIO 
 

The use of enzymes for industrial 
transformation processes, though generally 
recognized as environmental friendly and 
specific, is often hampered by the high 
costs of biocatalysts and therefore 
neglected by small and medium sized 
companies. In this frame, stability is an 
important parameter, which affects the 
economic feasibility of applying an enzyme 
in an industrial process as it reduces 
enzyme turnover and permits the use of  
  

Logistics Sub-Projects 

REGINSrfid 
 

RFId is a new key technology for logistics to 
improve transparency and quality of the 
logistics supply chain. A smooth and 
cooperative implementation of the RFId 
technology is a great challenge for regional 
and European integrated logistics supply 
chain participants. Especially SMEs 
participating into supply chains must be 
prepared to share this new technology with 
their suppliers and customers to maintain 
their regions competitiveness. European 
cooperation is also compulsory, on the one 
hand for the international interconnections 
of the supply chain on the other hand to 
solve standardization and information 
systems challenges. 
 

Mr. Hans-Hermann Enders 
�  +49-7154-8274-01 
enders@klok-net.de 

Overview 2nd Call 
control units are still developed in a very 
heuristic way for the airpath and reach a 
huge and fault-prone complexity. To 
overcome those problems, modern control 
strategies like predictive control depict a 
promising alternative but needs experts on 
engine, control and software design. 
 

Mr. Prof. Dr. Luigi Del Re 
�  +43-732-2468-9773 
luigi.delre@jku.at 
 
DITICE 
 

In 2005 the CO emission for passenger 
cars in EU should be about 50% lower than 
the 2004 levels, NOx and PM should be 1/2 
of the 2004 limit. Within 2008 another 
50% cut of NOx emission is expected. In 
modern engines fuel is injected at high 
pressure and may reach the piston/cylinder 
wall sticking on it or reatomising, with 
different effects on the combustion 
outcomes. Re-atomisation effect is mainly 
due to wall/spray heat and mass transfer, 
that is driven by wall conditions 
(temperature, roughness etc.). The Sub-
project will evidence the quantitative 
influence of wall conditions on the impact 
outcomes for suggesting ways to avoid 
sticking to reduce emissions. 
 

Prof. Gianpietro Elvio Cossali 
�  +39-03-52052309 
gianpietro.cossali@unibg.it 
 

high process temperatures and of organic 
solvents. The aim of INBIO is to contribute 
to the diffusion of biocatalysis by a clear 
demonstration of specific applications. 
 

Mrs. Marina Lotti 
� +39-02-6448-3527, marina.lotti@unimib.it 
 
MAAGYS 
 

Genital infections play a major role in 
Gynecology and Obstetrics. In general there 
are infections with bacteria or fungi which 
may cause a multitude of disease and may 
especilally in pregnant women lead to 
premature contractions and pre-term 
delivery. On the other hand viral infections 
with human papilloma viruses may cause 
preneoplastic or neoplastic lesions of the 
cervix uteri as well as the vulva and vagina. 
Molecular microbiological and virological 
diagnostics as well as molecular prediction 
of a possible risk for women with HPV 
infections to develop genital cancer may 
improve the currently used cervial cancer 
screening strategies as well as treatment 
algorithm and regimens for women with 
preneoplastic lesions or bacterial/fungi 
infection of the genital tract. 
 

Mr. Thomas Kern 
�  +43-7236-3888-7110 
thomas.kern@fh-hagenberg.at 
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Automotive Sub-Projects 

K-TASS 
 

 

At that time the competence analysis is 
finished, the results are subsumed in the core 
competence matrixes of the automotive 
regions Stuttgart and Steyr. The second step of 
the Delphi study with the experts is running. 
The workshops in the range of SWOT analyses 
and catalogue of measures will be started in 
June. Activities and results of this REGINS 
project phase of K TASS will be documented in 
the final report and will be communicated to a 
broader publicity, especially actors in the fields 
of automotive, research, qualification and 
location development. 
 

Mr. Mag. Walter Ortner 
�  +43-7252-220-100, ortner@tic-steyr.at 
 
CARBIKE / CARGOBIKE 
 

The main project activities to this day were a 
fact finding mission to identify the specific 
requirements and regulations for the vehicle 
concept, an analysis of the market chances of 
both vehicle types and the development of the 
design and technical concepts of carbike and 
cargobike. Contacts and meetings with 
potential project executing organisations and 
institutions with regard to first pilot applications 
of the vehicles were made. Next activities until 
project ending are the definition of 
carbike/cargobike variants and the clarification 
of technical details. Furthermore issues of 
infrastructure and logistics are themes of this 
project phase. A main focus will be the 
continuation of contacts and meetings for the 
preparation of pilot applications of the vehicles.  

 

Mr. Mag. Walter Ortner 
�  +43-7252-220-100, ortner@tic-steyr.at 
 
CATIA 
 

The Jedlik Ányos secondary School is 104 
years old and the innovative thinking is one of 
the most important principle of the school, that 
is why they began the teaching of computer 
aimed design in 1995. In the course of the 
contact with EDAG Ltd, and Gottlieb Daimler 
School they have recognised the CATIA design 
software. They gained the necessary licences 
but there were not enough sources for the 
training of teachers. It became possible to train 
the teachers by this project. This training was 
made by INCAT form Stuttgart. 
One of their teachers has made a CATIA 
course for the pupils of the school and in the 
frame of this project they organised a 
conference about CATIA in the spring of 2005. 
Two teachers and 6 pupils from GDS were in 
Györ form 18 April to 23 April and they worked 
together with the Hungarian teachers and 
pupils. They have learned a lot of about the 
German teaching methodology of CATIA. 
 

Mr. Domonkos László, �  +36-96-529-443 
domonkos@mail.jaisz.hu 
 

REGINSLog 
 

REGINSlog deals with establishing regional 
logistics competence centres (LoCCs) in 
Lombardy and Upper Austria (informal partner). 
After the project kick off meeting in 
Kornwestheim, the consortium agreed upon the 
Project Manual with a detailed activity plan and 
preliminary Guidelines for the Implementation 
and Networking of Logistics Competence 
Centres. In Lombardy and Upper Austria the 
development of the LoCCs and the 
establishment of the partnership are actually in 
progress. Due to the restructuring of the 
government in Lombardy Region, the LoCC on 
the political level will be established after the 
elections. 
The cooperation of the partners is efficient and 
according to the planned dissemination 
activities, the project was presented on the 
Transport Logistics Fair in Munich and on a 
Mobility Congress in Provincia di Brescia. 
 

Mr. Hans-Hermann Enders 
�  +49-7154-827401, enders@klok-net.de 

Logistics Sub-Projects 

Overview and state of the art 1st Call 

 

 
ALFA-CAR 
 

The Antro non profit company has been 
developing a new hybrid powered vehicle that is 
powered by renewable energy for many years. 
The REGINS project is very important for this 
development, because it became possible to 
make the collision and strength tests trough 
this project. The following activities were done 
in the frame of REGINS project so far: 
·  Processing of drawings to the format what is 

according to the tests 
·  External expertises were chosen 
·  The structure of the carbon-light metal frame 

was validated 
·  The net of finite element method was 

completed 
·  There is a contact with German partner VDC, 

and they will hold a meeting in this period to 
evaluate the results of simulations. 

 

Mr. Zsolt Hegedüs, �  +36-94-428-164 
hegeduszzsolt@freemail.hu 
 

Biotechnology Sub-Projects 

 

research concerning the L-ascorbic acid. The 
main output by Università degli Studi di Milano 
has been the availability of selected peptide 
sequences derived from the alpha’ subunit of 
the 7S globulin of soy. 
 

Mr. Umberto Bertelè, �  +39-02-2399-2761 
umberto.bertele@polimi.it 

LOGGER 
 

In the first period contact was made with 
different blood centres and hospitals in Austria 
and Germany to collect information about 
requirements for mobile temperature data 
loggers and the processes involved with blood 
units. More than 50 percent of the interviewed 
institutions insisted that it could be very useful 
in the further improvement of the quality of 
blood units. Most of them insisted that for 
keeping a cooling chain a temperature data 
logger is of big use. During the second period 
of the project a first prototype system is 
developed and in examination under laboratory 
conditions to verify its functioning in daily use. 
After a successfully testing of the prototype 
system a number of loggers will be made 
available to different blood centres to carry it 
through examinations under real conditions. 
 

Mr. Axel Henning 
�  +49-711-9701775, henning@ipa.fhg.de 
 
BIOCDM 
 

Politecnico di Milano has investigated in the 
field of biotech to evaluate the state-of-the-art 
of the methodologies of data collection. 
Moreover a sample of direct interviews has 
been done and some questionnaires sent and 
the feedback examined. A framework of 
analysis has been developed, addressing the 
key characteristics of the biotech companies. 
The framework developed by Politecnico di 
Milano will be the base for conducting similar 
surveys in other biotech clusters of the regions 
involved in REGINS. Università degli Studi di 
Milano Bicocca conducted a broad literature  
 

 

 
MIRPS 
 

In the first months of the MIRPS project were 
focussed on two main fields. The UAR - 
dominated part was designing and developing 
the new mid infrared (MIR) spectrometer 
enabling real time measurements in industrial 
environments. The optimisation of collecting 
optics was done by simulations and 
experiments with different optical 
arrangements. All important system parts were 
defined and ordered. The phase of detailed 
system design was started and is still in 
progress. In the ICT – dominated part of the 
project the first step was the definition and 
collection of relevant black plastics samples. 
Laboratory scale MIR measurements were 
performed and the resulting spectra were 
implemented into a database of different black 
plastics species and flame retardants. 
 

Mr. DI Dr. Wolfgang Märzinger 
�  +43-732-9015-5616, wolfgang.maerzinger@uar.at 
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REGINS Current State Analysis & Good Practice Guide 
General overview 
 
The regional approach allows for the 
fact that the implementation of a 
sustainable cluster management is 
not a self-fulfilling prophecy but has 
to be based on a well-sized location-
based (“short ways”) density of know 
how of one technology field to meet 
the thematic focus and also on a 
well-structured inter sectional support 
in order to accomplish the regional 
specific and non specific initial 
conditions of sustainable company-
driven networking. 
 
Thematic-based clusters and 
networks are existent in all partner 
regions in order to support regional 
location development and to forge 
links between businesses, 
universities, research facilities and 
other relevant organisations.  
Within REGINS, the participating 
regions used the benchmarking 
approach in order to identify and 
depict the current state of running 
network activities as well as 
institutional bases for regional cluster 
management. Focused on the 
following questions, the 
benchmarking approach was 
developed: 
 
1. How are existing regional 

company-driven networks (in the 
automotive, logistics and 
biotechnology sector) established 
in the partner regions? 

 
2. What are the respective details 

regarding the e.g. organisational 
structure, activities etc.? 

 
3. What kind of (successful) 

instruments being useful in order 
to reach different aims (e. g. 
network development, network 
management, cooperation 
development among the 
networked partner institutions 
etc.) in the day-to-day activities 
of the network managers? 

 
 
 

In the context of REGINS, the 
detailed "Good Practice Guide" 
offers and evaluates the different 
scenarios of the respective partner 
regions, in which the research 
projects and the respective project 
partners are merged. 
 
At first sight Upper Austria is 
characterised as specialist area 
concerning specific cross-linking the 
cluster and competence centers among 
themselves and regional enterprises, 
Stuttgart Region by the co-operation of 
their location-oriented promotion 
structures and measures with the local 
authorities, Lombardy Region by their 
role inside of trade associations, acting 
as partner during the conversion of 
innovation programs and initiatives, 
West Pannon by the precedence of 
trainings for technical guidance 
personnel on university level. 
 
Resultant consequences are to set up 
and to be converted. That concerns 
mostly the common evaluation of the 
different cluster organization and their 
efficiency, the mutual communication 
and participation at special initiatives 
and events as well as the exchange 
from specialists to a closer co-operation 
among the project partners and 
enterprises. 
 
The REGINS partners´ choose the 
methodology of a so called 
“Interregional evaluation matrix” to 
guarantee the comparability of the four 
participating regions. 
 
METHODOLOGY of the REGINS “Good 
Practice Guide” 
 
Approved by the Joint Technical 
Secretariat (JTS) of the INTERREG III C-
Zone, the REGINS programme aims at 
an intensive discussion as well as 
know-how and information exchange 
regarding the set-up and management 
of thematic (company-driven) clusters 
and regional networks. 
As it were, one REGINS main approach 
can be described as a comparison of 
regional and thematic elements of 
cluster management within the 
participating partner regions.  
 
 
 

Main instruments used for the 
benchmarking approach were: 
 

- a specified questionnaire for 
interviews with managers of 
regional cluster or network 
initiatives as well as 

- a specific evaluation matrix 
assessing the relevance and 
contribution of different 
instruments (e.g. events, 
workshops, projects, support 
measures etc.) to reach specific 
aims. 

 
Based on the three crucial questions, 
the questionnaire and the 
interregional evaluation matrix, the 
REGINS-partners designed the 
benchmarking approach providing a 
descriptive analysis of the current 
state of existing network initiatives in 
the participating regions on the one 
hand as well as good-practice 
recommendations. 
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Interregional evaluation matrix 
 
Based upon the information gathered 
via the questionnaires and personal 
interviews with network managers, a 
detailed description of the Current state 
of running cluster management 
initiatives in Upper Austria, Stuttgart 
Region, Lombardy and West-Pannon 
Region is possible. Beside this current 
state description, the participating 
partners developed an interregional 
evaluation matrix to assess the 
relevance of the different instruments 
used in the regional networks in order 
to achieve specific objectives in the 
sphere of regional cluster development 
and management. 
 

 

 
The five pre-defined objective are: 
 

- Objective 1: Network creation 
 
- Objective 2: Network management 

/ Network operation 
 
- Objective 3: Cooperation 

development within the network 
 

- Objective 4: Innovation 
development among the networked 
partner organisations 

 
- Objective 5: Fortification the 

effectiveness and competitiveness 
among the network organizations 

 
 
 

As a matter of course, prevailing 
circumstance in the participating 
regions have a direct as well as mediate 
impact on thematic networks and 
regional cluster management initiatives. 
On the one hand, these general 
circumstances might promote and 
support running cluster management 
initiatives, on the other hand they 
probably hamper the initiation and set-
up of networks.  
 
As the REGINS-consortium did not only 
assess different instruments and their 
direct relevance regarding the support 
of network creation and management, a 
second level was added to the 
interregional evaluation matrix. 
Assuming that especially financial 
(public as well as private), political and 
legal prevailing circumstance are the 
most important ones in the sphere of 
cluster management initiatives, all 
regions assessed their current state 
regarding these circumstances. 
 
Analogous to the above described 
assessment of the single instruments’ 
relevance, the regional-specific 
prevailing circumstance were appraised 
with the help of a scale from “0” to “5”, 
too: 
 
“5” – the prevailing circumstance is 
excellentexcellentexcellentexcellent 
“4” – the prevailing circumstance is 
very goodvery goodvery goodvery good  
“3” – the prevailing circumstance is 
goodgoodgoodgood  
“2” – the prevailing circumstance is 
o.k.o.k.o.k.o.k.  
“1” – the prevailing circumstance is 
badbadbadbad 
“0” – the prevailing circumstance is 
contrarycontrarycontrarycontrary 
 

The interregional assessment of the 
single instrument’s relevance to reach 
the defined objectives and the 
recognition of good-practices was made 
in three consecutive working steps: 
 

- Step 1: individual (regional-
specific) weighting of the 
respective instruments’ relevance 
by every partner region. 

 
- Step 2: development of cross-

regional weighting (based upon the 
appraisal of the different regional-
specific weightings) 

 
- Step 3: Derivation of interregional 

results based upon the evaluation 
matrix as well as the results of the 
questionnaire and the interviews 
with the network managers 

 
 
Step 1: Regional-specific weighting 
 
The regional-specific assessment of the 
different instruments’ contribution to the 
achievement of the defined 5 objectives 
was done with the help of a scale from 
“0” to “5”. 
 
The scale in detail: 
 
“5” – the respective instrument is very very very very 
importantimportantimportantimportant to reach the objective 
“4” – the respective instrument is 
importantimportantimportantimportant to reach the objective  
“3” – the respective instrument is 
relevantrelevantrelevantrelevant to reach the objective  
“2” – the respective instrument is 
slightly relevantslightly relevantslightly relevantslightly relevant to reach the objective 
“1” – the respective instrument is 
useuseuseusefulfulfulful to reach the objective 
“0” – the respective instrument is not not not not 
usefulusefulusefuluseful to reach the objective 
 
As the REGINS-RFO concentrates on the 
three quite different thematic priorities 
‘automotive’, ‘logistics’ and 
‘biotechnology’, the assessment of the 
instrument’s contribution to the 
objectives was made per thematic 
priority.  
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Step 2: Cross-regional weighting 
 
Based upon the different regional-
specific weightings (used instruments 
as well as prevailing circumstance), a 
cross-regional evaluation result was 
developed. Interpretable results were 
found with the help of two quantitative 
figures: 
 

- Cross-regional average (based 
upon cross-regional sum) 

 
The cross-regional averages show the 
relevance of the different instruments 
(e.g. events, marketing measures etc.) 
in relation to the evaluation criteria 
(network development, network 
management etc.). Within one 
evaluation category the different 
assessed instruments have – 
depending on their specific relevance 
and contribution to the evaluation 
criteria – different values and provide 
the opportunity to compare the 
importance and relevance regarding the 
achievement of the respective objective. 
 

- Spread of (regional-specific) 
weighting 

 
As the main disadvantage of average 
values is their sensibility to figures 
which go from one extreme to the other, 
a second result category was added in 
the evaluation matrix. The ’spread of 
regional-specific figures’ in the cross-
regional matrix ensures a better 
understanding of the average values 
and helps to make regional-specific 
differences visible. For the deduction of 
good-practice recommendations this 
meant a more detailed evaluation of 
instruments which showed both a high 
average as well as a high spread of 
figures. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Step 3: Derivation of (interregional) 
good practice recommendations and 
conclusions 
 
With reference to the results of the 
questionnaire, the practical experiences 
in the day-to-day management of 
thematic clusters and the results of the 
evaluation matrix (considering average 
values as well as spread of figures) 
good-practice recommendations 
regarding the initiation, set-up and day-
to-day management of regional 
company-driven thematic networks are 
derived. Due to the fact, that REGINS 
cover automotive, logistics and 
biotechnology as thematic priorities, the 
derived recommendations are topic-
related.  
 
Inside the Good Practice Guide you can 
find all results, good practices and 
recommendations of the automotive-, 
logistics- and biotechnology fields.  
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EURO-MEC 
 
Due to the increased co-operation 
between the participating REGINS-
Regions in general and the direct topic-
based information exchange between the 
Regional Network Offices in detail, the 
Upper-Austrian Mechatronic-Cluster and 
the Competence Center Mechatronics 
Göppingen (Stuttgart Region) participate 
in a coordinating action project proposal 
which was submitted in January within a 
call for the 6. Framework Programme. 
The strategic objective is to implement an 
exchange and innovation process for 
industry driven mechatronics networks all 
over Europe. Already established 
networks as well as upcoming initiatives 
should develop a common working 
programme to lift successful regional and 
national activities to strengthen the 
companies involved up to an European 
level. 
 
April 12th 2005: Visit of Swedish 
Delegation 
 
Within the framework of the European 
PAXIS-Programme (Pilot Action of 
Excellence for innovative Start-Up’s) and 
the SPRING-Network (Speed-up of 
regional Innovation and Economic 
Growth), a Swedish delegation visited the 
Stuttgart Region at April 12th 2005 in 
order to get an overview about the 
development of innovation systems as 
well as running network and cluster 
activities. Against the background of this 
cluster and network focus, the INTERREG 
IIIC-Regional Framework Operation 
REGINS presented its activities in the 
cluster management approach and 
informed about their running sub-projects 
as well. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Stuttgart Region automotive.2005 
 
On May 18th and 19th the national 
automobile industry had only one 
question: Europe – What is left over from 
the manufacturing? This was the Topic 
for the “automotive 2005” and the 
“manufacturing 2005” organized by the 
Automobil-Cluster (AC) and the Profactor 
Produktionsforschungs GmbH in the 
Castle Steyregg near to Linz. 
 

 
 
The statement of Viktor Sigl (Upper 
Austrian Minister of Economic Affairs) “A 
successful meeting which showed, that 
the situation in the automobile industry is 
strained but not without perspective. It is 
important that our companies focus also 
in the future on research and 
development, as well as on innovations. 
The AC team will support them in the 
future in there until now well proven 
way.” The following challenges are to be 
mastered: Globalization, rising costs, 
production misalignments, problems in 
quality, shorter development times, 
changed customer expectations and 
saturated markets. These are the 
challenges the automobile industry face. 
Highly accredited experts presented 
interesting discussion material as well as 
solutions for the future in this years 
meeting. It is very important, so the 
common tone, to focus on niches work 
highly specialised and to always remain 
on-top-of-the-arts in the aspect of 
qualification. Staying one step ahead 
through constant innovations and 
enforced expenditures on research and 
development are a key to without 
success. This is especially true for the 
field of industrial-production, which would 
come to a virtual still stand constant 
innovation. And: Today’s’ companies 
need to focus even more on building and 
and strengthening mutual benefiting 
partnerships. This is the underlying 
motive of the Strategieprogramm 
Innovatives OÖ 2010. 

Upper Austria Region 
GC - COME TOGETHER 2005 
 
The Health Cluster (GC) had prepared for 
institutions and companies of the health 
business and biotec sector an attractive 
offer on June 8th 2005: on this day all 
those interested could learn everything 
about this specific sector, meet 
colleagues, make important contacts and 
maybe even set up the path for real 
business opportunitities at the  GC – 
COME TOGETHER in Wels. 
 

 
 
The GC – COME TOGETHER 2005 left an 
impressive proof: 200 company 
representatives made active networking 
at the second meeting of the health 
business and biotec sector in Upper 
Austria. Got to know each other better 
and to talk about future opportunities in 
working together – the focus was not on 
the sales but on the co-operation 
approach! 
 
This year the visitors were offered a 
specialized exhibition (fair) with leading 
companies from the medical and 
rehabilitation sector as well as interesting 
company presentations at the Speakers 
Corner. The highlight of the speeches: 
Mr. Werner Beier (Siemens AG Austria) 
presented in his leading lecture the latest 
innovations in the medical technology. 
Besides all this, participants had the 
opportunity to get information directly 
from experts, in a quick and 
unbureaucratical way, about subsidies 
and financing programmes that could 
bring real cash for their own companies. 
 
For the first time, participants this year 
had the opportunity to meet 
representatives from other European and 
Asian regions in order to learn more 
about interesting perspectives on these 
markets. Contacts were to international 
experts from Irland, Greece, Belgium, 
Germany, UK, Italy, Finland and Japan 
were improved. 

Regional News 
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EVENT FORECAST 
 BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels::::    
 
October 10th – 13th 2005: Open Days 2005 

The scope of this event will be on “Working together for Regional Growth and Jobs” to help Member States 
and regions to facilitate their preparations for the new generation of Structural Funds’ programmes and 
instruments for 2007-2013. europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/opendays/index.cfm 
 Within the accompanying presentation of the participating regions, the WRS will present EU-funded 
 projects – especially the INTERREG IIIC-funded Regional Framework Operation REGINS. 
 

Stuttgart:Stuttgart:Stuttgart:Stuttgart:    
 
September 26th – 28th 2005: F-Cell Conference and f-cell-Award 2005 

The “forum f-cell” symposium is a collaborative effort between Daimler Chrysler and the Baden-
Württemberg State Ministry of Transportation and Environment. www.f-cell.de 
 

Lombardy:Lombardy:Lombardy:Lombardy:    
 
June 18th – 22nd  2005: BIO 2005BIO 2005BIO 2005BIO 2005    

The operative Unit Research, Innovation and Technological transfer from Lombardy Region will participate 
to Bio 2005 in Philadelphia. 
www.bio.org/events/2005 

September 30th – October 1st 2005: Company Company Company Company Mission “Veterinary and AgroMission “Veterinary and AgroMission “Veterinary and AgroMission “Veterinary and Agro----food Biotechnologies in Lodi”food Biotechnologies in Lodi”food Biotechnologies in Lodi”food Biotechnologies in Lodi”    
The aim of the company mission is to organize qualified bilateral meetings between European companies 
and Research Centres. 

universities meet when trying to link pure 
research to company needs. The aim of 
the day was to present to  potential 
participants in a detailed and clear way 
the second call. Experts from the three 
areas presented the projects approved in 
the first call and thematic workshops 
followed. The workshops have been very 
successful for the discussion of projects 
ideas for the third call: researchers had 
the possibility to find potential partners 
for their projects and create a network for 
further joint activities. As a matter of fact, 
most of sub-projects with Italian 
participants presented in the third call 
have been developed starting from the 
Infoday. 
 

March 30th – April 2nd 2005: Progetto 
Città 2005 
 

Progetto Città - an Exhibition of 
Architecture, Urban Planning, Territorial 
Development Technologies and Services, 
in its third year, positions itself as a 
fundamental national and European event 
for all aspects of metropolitan and 
territorial development. Culturally and 
politically the event has offered a 
privileged opportunity to explore in depth 
the issues and challenges associated 
with town and metropolitan 
 

Lombardy Region 
February 15th 2005: Regins Infoday 
 
On February 15th Lombardy Region and 
Cestec organized an information day to 
present the Regins project and 
specifically the second call for proposals. 
More than 100 participants belonging to 
the automotive, biotech and logistics 
sector joined the event They represented 
research institutes and centres, university 
departments, company incubators, 
companies, and entrepreneurial  
associations. 
 

 
 

The high participation rate, clearly 
demonstrates the interest of Lombard 
operators in the Regins Project and its 
topics. The infoday has been a perfect 
moment to exchange experiences and 
expectations, to specify the emerging 
project ideas of Lombardy research 
centres, to underline the difficulty that  
 

planning: the provision and management 
of public utilities, infrastructures, mobility 
and the environment, urban furnishings, 
public parks and gardens, sport and 
recreation as well as new construction 
methods and technologies. Cestec 
promoted the Regins project, especially 
the automotive and logistics thematic 
areas, and the second call for proposals 
in the company stand. 
 

 
  

The previous edition of Progetto Città, 
which took place at the Milan Fairgrounds 
on 19-22 February 2003, was an 
exceptional event: 565    exhibitors, over 
25,000    public and private administrators, 
architects, engineers, planners, 
managers, professionals and investors, 
82    events including conventions and 
seminars, 693    speakers from around the 
world. 
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RNO - Upper Austria 
 
OÖ Technologie-und Marketing Gesellschaft 
c/o Andreas Hubinger or Erich Mayr 
Hafenstr. 47-51 
A-4020 Linz 
regins@tmg.at 
Tel.: +43 732 79810-5082 

RNO - Lombardy Region 
 
CESTEC - Regione Lombardia   
c/o Francesco Morabito     
Via G. Fara, 35     
I-20124 Milano     
regins@cestec.it  
Tel.: +39 266737-317    

RNO - West Pannon Region 
 
WPRDA - PANAC - West Pannon Region 
c/o Zoltán Rózsa 
Hédervári u. 31 
H-9026 Györ   
rozsa.zoltan@panac.hu 
Tel.: +36 96506-917 

RNO - Stuttgart Region/Baden Württemberg 
 
Wirtschaftsförderung Region Stuttgart 
c/o Bertram Gaiser 
Friedrichstr. 10 
D-70174 Stuttgart 
regins@region-stuttgart.de  
Tel.: +49 711 22835-69 

For further Information towards REGINS activities please contact 
the Regional Network Office in your Region! 
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